Bear Basin Butte Lookout

and Pierson Gabin

Smith River National Recreation Area

Six Rivers National Forest

A Room  Are you seeking solitude, awe-inspiring views, a quiet _
¥ with a haven away from crowds, or perhaps you've wondered .
View what life would be like for a fire spotter in the Forest

Service? While fire lookouts may be passing into

history, they remain objects of interest for many people, both for their
beautiful locations and the mystique surrounding existence in a high and remote site. Now you have an oppor-
tunity to feel for yourself what it’s like to live in a fire lockout.

The Smith River National Recreation Area in the Six Rivers National Forest invites you to experience
life at the top of Bear Basin Buite (elevation 5303") through re &%Qt Jjustomc fire lpokout and a new 1930s

style cabin. The Lookout and Pierson Cabin, rented as a pair,

OHeto- sv% —gights between

June 15 and September 30 (weather permitting), with reservations taken after January 1 for the current year.

This guide describes the facilities and what to expect.

During the 1930s the
The Facility Civilian Conservation
and its Corps (CCC) participated

Story in niimerous construction

projects in this part of
California, building roads, campgrounds,
houses, including many Forest Service
facilities in Gasquet and the Smith River
NRA. In about 1926-27 road crews con-
structed French Hill (County Road 411)
which connected Gasquet and Big Flat.
CCC built Camp Six Lookout about 1935
on the sixth location of the construction camp for
French Hill Road. The lookout built by the CCC
replaced an earlier one. moved cne mile northwest
to provide a better view into the Smith River canvon
and the Gasquet Flat area. This lookout atop French
Hiil was part of US Forest Service fire detection
operations through the 1990s.

In the summer of 1996 the Camp Six Lookout
was dismantled at its French Hill location and recon-
structed the following summer on Bear Basin Butte
at the site of another former lookout to provide
Smith River NRA visitors a unique recreational
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recreation information, and reservation procedures.

opportunity: to spend the night in an
authentic US Forest Service lookout. A
new 1930s-style cabin, modeled after a
CCC cabin design, was also constructed
near the lookout. The project was accom-
plished through a partnership between
Pierson Building Center of Eureka, CA.
and the Six Rivers National Forest. The
cab of the lookout was rehabilitated and
the tower reduced from its former 30'
height to rise six feet above the rock
base. The lookout houses a firetinder
which may actually be used by USFS fire fighters
during times of extreme fire danger. (We ask for
vour cooperation if that occurs during your stay.)

eicome to the Smith River National Recreation

Area, located within the Six Rivers National Forest
and managed by the Forest Service, United States Depart-
ment of Agricuiture. This 305,337 acre National Recreation
Area (NRA) was designated by Congress in November 1990
Lo protect the area’s special scenic value, natural diversity,
cultural and historical attributes, wilderness, wildlife, fisheries,
and the Smith River watershed’s clean waters. The Forest
Service has been designated as the steward of the NRA to
provide recreational opportunities and to manage this diverse
area for all of its valuable resources.

Six Rivers National Forest
Smith River National Recreation Ares



An Incredible View. Bear Basin Butte is situated on a crest of a narrow mountain ridge, a
treeless rock outcropping offering a 360° panorama. Imagine watching a sunrise or sunset,
star-gazing, or even viewing an approaching storm from this magnificent vantage point!

The mountain tops of the Siskiyou Wildemess area dominate the horizon to the east-Twin
Peaks. Prescott Mountain, Baldv Peak among others. Look for Sanger Peak, Broken Rib
Mountain, and the meadow of High Dome in the north and Ship Mountain to the south. The
Pacific Ocean lies to the west, a dramatic contrast to the lush forested mountainsides and
valleys drained by the Smith River and its tributaries. Wisps of clouds or fog

may move among the peaks and valleys, emphasizing the many contours
of this striking landscape.

A Botanical Area. The Butte itself sits within the unique and diverse
Bear Basin Butte Botanical Area, home to over 14 species of conifers and
an unusual and beautiful array of wildflowers and plants. In a few hours a
visitor may see what otherwise would take davs and miles of exploration.
A booklet in the cabin will guide your discovery of this special area.
Within the Smith River NRA are three additional Botanical Areas.

Brewer’s
\e Spruce

Watchable Wildlife. The Smith River National Recreation Area is home to more than
300 resident wildlife species: black bear, coyote, gray fox, deer, mountain lion, bobcat,
mountain beaver, opposum, quail plus many others. Gaze at a migrating bald eagle, a
marten, a Pacific fisher. Checklists and books in the cabin will help you identify vour

findings. BEE A
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Trails. The Smith River NRA has over 75 miles
of hiking trails, several of which take hikers to
many additional miles of wilderness trails. The
Doe Flat Trailhead is only three miles from the
lookout. This trail provides access to Buck Lake,
the Devil’s Punchbowl, and the Clear Creek
Recreational Trail in the Siskiyou Wilderness.
Pick up trail information at the Visitor Center.

Wind, Sun, and Changing Weather. Be aware that because the Butte offers incred-
ible, open views, it also makes the site vulnerable to wind, sun, and extremes in weather.
The weather at this elevation and this close to the ocean may change quickly and often. It
may be sunny at Bear Basin Butte and raining in Gasquet and vice versa. Cool breezes
coming off the ocean are common.
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Think of a night on Bear Basin Butte as camping, except you won’t need a
tent. This is a primitive 1930’s style cabin with no electricity, no well, and
no indoor plumbing.

¢

The site is about 22 miles from the Smith River NRA Visitor Center,
and over half the drive is on a single-lane, steep, winding mountain
road.

You may park close to the cabin, but the lookout is reached via a 250’
uphill trail.

The 460 square-foot cabin sits on a graveled level spot on a narrow
ridge, with very steep dropoffs on two sides. Outside the cabin are three
picnic tables, two fire rings, and an outhouse.

The cabin has two rooms, one containing a wood-burning stove, 3
double beds (one of which is a bunk above another), a bench, table
chairs, and bookcase.

A large east window frames the Siskiyou Mountains; the remaining six
windows are screened and may be opened to provide cross-ventilation.
A second room has 18 feet of counter space and an open area for gear
and supplies.

A covered entry holds a supply of firewood.

A broom, mop, carpet sweeper and other cleaning supplies are pro-
vided. Guests are expected to clean the cabin and lookout before their
departure, removing all garbage and food :tems. Visitors should leave
the facility in the same—or better—condition as at their arrival.

The lookout is situated at the apex of Bear Basin Butte, about 250" away
from the cabin. A flight of stairs leads to the cab which is surrounded
bv a catwalk and railing. Windows line all four sides. The lookout has a
table, firefinder, single bed, bookcase, and chairs.

The road leading to the cabin/lookout is gated and permit holders will
receive a key to open it. The gate insures some privacy, but occasional
NRA visitors may hike in to see the view from Bear Basin Butte. Any
drive-in visitors will be on official business.

Accessibility. The privy and cabin are barrier-free and two picnic tables
accommodate wheelchairs. The area surrounding the cabin is, however,
graveled, not paved. The path to the lookout is steep and unpaved and
there is no ramp to the lookout cab.
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Imagine gazing out the 7°
picture window, watching
the sun hit the peaks of
the mountains of the
Siskiyous east of Bear
Basin Butte.
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What to Bring:
Firewood is provided but
cabin/lookout guests must
“pack in and pack out” all
other supplies including:

O water for drinking,
cooking, cleanup
food

cooking stove

and fuel

lantern and fuel
matches -
axe 3
utensils for cookmg and
eating '
ice and cooler
garbage bags to pack out
garbage

sleeping gear

first aid equipment

hats and sunscreen
(remember, no shade
trees) W
flashlight
towels, soap
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extra clothing for warmth;
rain gear

binoculars, camera, tele-

scope”

paper, kindling,

TP

lawn chairs*

topo map*

permit and key

common sense

*Nice to have, but not neces-
sities
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personal hygiene supplies




Reservation and Permit Procedures:

¢ Permits for use of Bear Basin Butte Lookout and
Cabin in Smith River NRA are issued on a “first
come. first-served” basis to anyone 18 vears of age
or older. { Applicants should consider a second or
third alternate rental period.) If more than one
application is received for the same date(s), a
drawing will be held to determine which reservation
is accepted. Reservations may be made in person or
by malil at the address below.

4 Rental season is from June 15 until September 30,
weather permitting. Reservations are accepted from
January 1 until September 30 for the current year.
Cabinvlookout may be rented for a maximum of 7
days. A 2-night minimum rental is required on
holiday weekends.

¢ Rental rate is $75.00 per night for 1-8 persons; $5.00
for each additional person: maximum number is 12.
Golden Age/Access Passport discounts do not applv.

+ [fthe rental period vou requested is available, a
tentative reservation is issued, pending receipt of
$75.00 reservation fee. The applicant will be told
when the balance of the rental amount must be paid

to confirm the reservation (30 days prior). Monies are

nonrefundable.

¢ Check-in time is 2:00 p.m. Guests must pick up their
permit and keys for cabin and gate in person at the
Smith River NRA Visitor Center on the day ot the
reservation. The cabin/lookout may not be occupied
without a permit in hand. The cabin must be vacated
bv 11:00 a.m. and all keys retumed to the Visitor
Center by 12:00 noon.

+ A $200.00 security deposit is required, pavable by
personal check. The check will be held, and pending

a favorable inspection at the end of the permit period,

returned within 14 days.
+ Pets are not allowed in the cabin or lookout.

For More Information please visit, call. or write one of the W
Forest Service offices below. Office hours at Smith River 1
National Recreation Area are Monday - Fridav. 8:00 a.m. - 4_30{
p.m. All Forest Service otfices are wheelchair accessitle.
Smith River National Recreation Area
10600 Highway 199 2.0. Box 228
Gasquet CA 95343
| 707-457-3131 (also TTY#)
‘ Six Rivers National Forest
{ 1330 Bayshore Way
R
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Eureka CA 95301
707-442-1721 (also TTY=)

Safety Factors: :
¢ Bear Countrv. Remember the name of the Butte?
This 1s their space, too. Bears avoid humans as
much as possible as long as we remember a few
facts: never leave food or garbage outside the
cabin. Make noise, whistle, sing when hiking in
the woods. If vou encounter a bear, don’t run;

wave vour hands and vell. Never approach a bear
cub; walk away slowly and noisily.

¢ The cabin and lookout are not “child-procfed.”
The cliff edges are not fenced and railings on the
lookout catwalk are at aduit heights.

¢ Lightning storms are a part of the thrill of staying
at a lookout, but they are also extremely danger-
ous. If a lightning storm should occur while you
are at the lookout, follow these rules to minimize
the danger: Stay indoors or in vour vehicle. If you
are trapped outside during a lightning storm,
move to lower ground and stay low to the ground,
away from trees or other high objects. If you are
in the lookout building, close windows and doors.
Lightning follows air currents. Tumn off radios and
damper the stove. Do not touch anything metal. If
you spot a fire while at the lookout, report it to the
Smith River NRA Visitor Center ASAP.
Use common sense! Rowdy behavior on the
lookout catwalk or near cliff edges would be
extremeiv dangerous. One shouid not sit or lean
upon the deck railing. Use a flashlight when
walking to the privy at night.

¢ Driving Forest Roads: The 12.5 miles of Forest
Service roads that take vou to Bear Basin Butte
are generally one lane roads with puilouts. Drive
slowly, stay to the right side of the road at all
times, and use pullouts. Above all be alert and

drive detensively.

Numerous US Forest Service staff, Pierson Construc-
tion emplovees and individual volunteers have
contributed countless hours and resources to make
the lookout and cabin on Bear Basin Butte a reality.
With vour vigilance and support this special spot
mav be enjoved by visitors for manv vears to come.
Thanks for caring. 02/01

The United States Department of Agricuiture (USCA) prohibits ciscrimination in its programs cn the pasis of race, color. national crigin, sex, reiigion. age
disability, poiiticai beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all pronibited bases apply to ail programs.) ~Perscns with disabilities who
require alternate means for communication of orogram information (braiile, large print, auaiotage. etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-
2600 (voice ana TDD). 7= file a complaint of discrimination. write USDA Director. Office of Civif Rights, Room 326-W. ‘Nhitten Building, 1400 Independence

Avenue, SW. Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call 202-720-5864 (voice or TDD). USDA I1s an equal empioyment opportunity employer. 02/C1



